
St. John Paul II Parish, Carroll, IA 

Pastoral Council Minutes, September 1, 2022 

Present:  Fr. Kevin Richter, Fr, Patrick Behm, Deacon Dave Prenger, Deacon Tim Murphy, Jane 

Boes, Julie Borelli, Alan Loew, Mary Anne Lahr, and Mary Jo Wieland.    Not present:  Allison 

Schoonover.   

Opening Prayer was led by Fr. Richter, using the Parish Vision Plan prayer.    

Motion to approve the July minutes by Mary Anne Lahr, seconded by Deacon Tim Murphy.         

Old Business:     Committees   

 The Spirituality and Unity Committee (Deacon Dave Prenger & Jane Boes) 

noted that Sunday Communion to shut-ins will hopefully begin soon.  This 

will be after the 7:30am Mass and also after the 9:00am Mass.  Hopefully 

there will be enough volunteers to have a good rotating schedule.   

The Annual Witness for Life will be held from September 6 to October 1 

along Highway 30 in front of the Carroll County Courthouse.    

Deacon Dave has been in contact with Brad Sexe from Kuemper, and the 

readings will be posted on the wall during the K-3 grade school Masses.    

 The Hospitality and Fellowship Committee (Julie Borelli and Mary Jo 

Wieland).  Mary Jo mentioned that she and Fr. Behm went to the Msgr. 

Kevane workshop in Storm Lake on August 18 entitled “How to Be a More 

Hospitable and Welcoming Parish”.  Several things highlighted from that 

meeting were to be more inclusive of people getting involved, using people 

who are on committees and not being so comfortable and reliant on using 

the same people all of the time; making sure that social media sites are 

current and user friendly.   

It was discussed to add people to the hospitality committee of different 

groups, ages, etc.     

 The Discipleship Committee (Alan Loew and Allison Schoonover) reported 

that the weekly Community Night will begin on Wednesday, September 14 

with Season 2 of The Chosen, going until November 9.       

 The Evangelization and Outreach Committee (Deacon Tim Murphy and 

Mary Anne Lahr).  Deacon Tim noted that there are about 12 people who 

will be going to Rutledge, TN, leaving October 7 and returning October 13.  

They will have an organizational meeting on September 7. 

The Parish Garage Sale went very well this year.  There is a possibility of 

moving the date of the sale next year to mid-June.   

 

 

   



      ”Summer Event” 2022 

 The 2022 Summer Event on August 28 at Graham Park was deemed a great 

day.  Jeff Schuler said that 520 people were served.  There were 480 

hamburgers grilled, 140 hot dogs, 8 gallons of beans with very little left, 30 

pounds of potato chips, and just a few cookies left.  The serving line kept 

moving at a good pace.  There was $1,596.00 raised in the free will donation. 

The inflatables for the kids went over very well, and 120 freeze pops were 

purchased with none left over.   

Discussion was held whether to keep the event at the same time of day next 

year, which time of day was agreed upon to stay the same, but to possibly 

move the event back a couple of weeks in September.  Julie Borelli will reach 

out to John Angotti to see if he would be available again next year.     

Parish Mission    

 A Parish Mission will be held October 3-5 at 7pm at Holy Spirit, featuring 

Bart Schuchts.  The theme of the Mission is “Church on Fire”.  Fr. Kevin 

stated he thought there might be a little music before the presentation each 

evening, with the Women’s Club hosting a social in the Greteman Center 

following.       

Eucharistic Procession   

 The date for this year’s Eucharistic Procession is October 16 at noon, going 

from St. Lawrence to Holy Spirit, with a light meal in the Greteman Center to 

follow.  Deacon Dave said the canopy is being provided by Sibbels, the 

Knights of Columbus will be in the procession, and the speaker system is 

being provided by Kuemper.  

Adoration / Perpetual Adoration 

 Deacon Dave said that at the present time all time slots are filled. 

New Business 

         New Marriage Preparation Process:  Witness to Love 

 There is a new marriage preparation process being introduced in the 

diocese.  It is similar to the Sponsor Couple program, and the pastor chooses 

mentor couples.  Fr. Kevin noted it is similar to RCIA, where it is very in 

depth and detailed.  As of now it is a pilot program in the diocese, and the 

sites are Algona, Carroll, LeMars and Sioux City.   

 

 

 



                                    Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

 Kathy Steffen is leading Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, which is a learning 

method for 3-6 year old children of allowing children to express their love of 

God within the faith tradition of the church, especially through Scripture and 

liturgy.  The first weekly session will be on Thursday, October 6 from 4-

5:30pm in the St. Lawrence office basement meeting room.   

RCIA  

 RCIA will be starting on September 18 with Brenda Klein as the coordinator.  

Classes will be held in the Family Room at Holy Spirit after the 9am Mass. 

Alan Loew – Diaconate Program 

 Alan Loew will be ordained as a permanent deacon on August 5, 2023.  Plans 

will be made in the future to celebrate as a parish.   

 

 

Closing Prayer was said by all.      

Next Meeting will be held Thursday, October 6, at Collison Hall, St. Lawrence.  (committees)         

 

 

 


